
ion has deployed the highest number of territo-
rial soldiers in the British Army. It has also had 
the longest overseas posting in the British Army, 
been an Airborne Regiment, fought on Royal 
Navy ships.   They have also fought behind the 
lines as part of the Chindits in Burma.   

Postings have Included: Ireland, France, Spain, 
Portugal, Germany, Holland, Belgium, South Af-
rica, Egypt, South America, West Indies, North 
America, Australia, New Zealand, Ceylon, India, 
Burma, Middle East and Afghanistan.  In the 
case of New Zealand and the Regiment bought 
it into the Empire. 

The Staffords have had an amazing and diversi-
fied history that has covered most of the world 
for over 300 years.

Read on to see the life and times of Our Regi-
ment : The Staffords

3 Bn Mercians
(The Staffords)

Our Boys! 

By Chris Hills 

On the 5th July 2012 The Ministry of Defence 
announced that the 3rd Battalion Mercian 
Regiment (The Staffords) would be removed 
from ORBAT in 2014.  That is removed from 
the ORder of BATtle or disbanded ending a 
309 year history. 

The men from 3 Mercian (The Staffords)  will be 
merged into the Mercian 1st and 2nd battalions 
in October 2014 thus ending a unique era in the 
British Army.  The Staffords have the longest 

continuous history with 
a single country.   (See 
section on history)

The Mercian Regiment 
has become one of the 
most highly decorated 
Regiments in the Brit-
ish Army. (See section 
on VC’s) Its TA Battal-



3rd Battalion  
Mercian Regiment: 
The Staffords
The Staffords as a regiment continued until 
2007 when they merged with the Cheshire 
Regiment, the Worcester and Sherwood Forest-
ers Regiment and West Midlands TA regiments 
to form the 3rd Battalion of the Mercian Regi-
ment.  An armoured Infantry Battalion, part of 
7th Armoured Brigade, based in Bad Fallingbos-
tel, Germany.

Since it’s formation the 3rd Battalion has served 
with distinction in Afghanistan. The Mercian 
Regiment has spent more than two-and-a-half 
years in Afghanistan. The Regular Battalions 
have served on Op HERRICK 6, 10, 12, 14 and 
15 and the TA Battalion has deployed the high-
est number of territorial soldiers in the British 
Army.

Now, four years on, after 307 years we loose 
our County Regiment or rather County Battal-
ion. By 2014 the men will have been merged 
into the 1st (Worcestershire and Sherwood 
Foresters) and 2nd  (Cheshire) Battalions. 





Born in the 31st of January 1959 in Minden 
Germany The Prince of Wales’s sobriquet 
came with the North Stafford’s from the 98th 
Regiment of Foot (raised 1824) who gained 
the title in 1876 prior to merging with the 
2/11th and 64th Regiment of Foot (2nd Staf-
fordshire). Though the regiment is common-
ly known as “The Staffords” 

The Staffords first overseas posting was six 
months to Kenya for an exercise to shake down 
the new regiment. Then after a year in Colches-
ter it was back to Kenya on a full two-year post-
ing where regiment had to deal with a mutiny by 
the Ugandan Army.  This was the last posting of 
any British Military Unit in East Africa.

After a tour in the UK (Dover) they went o Berlin 
for two years followed by tours in Bahrain and 
Sharah in the Persian Gulf where the Regiment 
was again the last unit to serve prior to British. 

The regiment completed five tours of Northern 
Ireland between 1972 and 1984.  72 was in Ar-
magh, 74 Londonderry, 76 Belfast, 79 London-
derry again and Armagh again in 84. The rest of 
80’s mainly in Germany and mainland UK .

However there were detachments and op-
erations in Belize, Australia, Kenya, Gibraltar, 
Gambia, Canada and Seattle.

In 1985 the Regiment moved to Saxon WPAC 
and 432 tracked APC’s but by 1988 it re-
equipped with Warrior AFVs in its role as an 
Armoured Infantry Battalion.

April 1989 saw HM The Queen appoint HRH 
The Duke of York as Colonel in Chief of the 
Regiment.  This was a particular distinction as 
this was the Colonel in Chief of the Regiment, 
or it’s predecessors, and of course HRH Prince 
Andrew is a Royal with combat experience.

The next active service was for the 1990/91 
Gulf War where the regiment went to Saudi 
Arabia as part of 7 armoured Brigade (Desert 
Rats). They were working with a company of 
Grenadier Guards and the 1st Battalion Prince 
of Wales Own Regiment of Yorkshire.  

The Regiment were in 
fierce fighting from start to 
finish covering some 180 
miles in 100 hours (about 
4 days), a somewhat rapid 
advance even by modern 
standards.  

In he Iraq War The Regiment deployed twice to 
Iraq, 2005 and 2006.   

In 2007 the Staffordshire Regiment became 3rd 
Battalion The Mercian Regiment. 

The Staffordshire Regiment 
(The Prince of Wales) 



The Staffords have the longest continuous 
history with a single country of any British 
Regiment.  More to the point the roots start 
less than 8 miles from Tamworth castle.
   The regiment started in 1705, some 307 
years ago, as Lillingston’s Regiment of Foot (in-
fantry) in the Kings Head, Bird Street, Lichfield 
more than likely with men from Tamworth in its 
number.  From there it went to Ireland

Two years later in 1707, Lillingston’s Regiment 
was sent to Antigua, in the West Indies, remain-
ing there until 1764. 

Those 57 years are the longest overseas 
posting recorded in the British Army.  Resup-
ply shortages forced the men to wear the local 
sugar sacking (‘holland cloth’), commemorated 
by the Holland Patch worn to this day it was 
part of the Staffordshire Regiment cap badge 

The Staffords History: from the South

and survives to this day as part of the Mercian’s 
arm badge. 

It should be noted that Colonel Lillingston did 
not accompany his regiment to the West Indies 
as he had done with his previous regiment in 
1694.  In 1708 his second in command took 
over the regiment and it became James Jones’s 
Regiment of Foot. A name it kept until 1751.

During the 57 years in the West Indies the regi-
ment fought the French, Dutch, Spanish, also 
Pirates and Privateers.  Defended the Leeward 
Islands and provided detachments to Royal 
Navy Ships. 

In 1751 the Army decided to number all the 
regiments.  Previously regiments been known 
by their Colonels name and those names often 
changed causing an administrative nightmare.  
So Lillingston’s/ James Jones Regiment be-
came the 38th Regiment of Foot.  This solved 

and administra-
tive nightmare but 
did cause some 
anomalies in the 
Order of Prec-
edence. 

In 1759 the 38th 
gained its first 
battle honours at 
Guadalupe.  This 



was shared with 64th foot who were later to 
become 2nd Staffordshire and subsequently the 
North Staffords.

The second battle honour was gained at Marti-
nique in 1762 prior to leaving the West Indies in 
1764.   By 1774 the 38th was in the American 
Colonies fighting at Bunker Hill and Lexington 
before moving to New York in 1776.

In 1782 in order to link the regiments with the 
places they drew their recruits from the 38th 
Regiment gained the additional title (1st Staf-
fordshire).   This was partly to help flagging 
recruitment, as the American wars were not 
popular in he UK. 

In 1794-5 the 38th saw action in Flanders and 
the Netherlands with the 80th Foot  (Stafford-
shire Volunteers) formed the year before mainly 
from the Staffordshire Militia.   They then parted 
ways for many years 

Lord William Paget whose father commanded 
the Staffordshire Militia raised the 80th Foot.   
After Flanders the 80th went to Ceylon by way 

of South Africa.   In Ceylon the regiment lost 
400 men in 4 years to sickness rather than 
fighting.   It had a brief change; in 1801 fighting 
in Egypt where it gained it’s first battle honour. 
Which is where the Sphinx comes from on the 
Staffords colours. The 80th then returned to 
India
  
Meanwhile the 38th went back to Ireland before 
fighting in South Africa, on to South America 
and spending many years in Spain in the Na-
poleonic wars. (See the Sharpe series on TV) 
from 1804 to 1814 here was a 2nd battalion of 
the 38th, which also served in Spain.

For the next 40 years 38th and the 80th contin-
ued to be posted around the Empire in various 
skirmishes and fights.  1824-6 the 38th took 
part in the First Burmese War.  The 80th went 
to Australia in 1836 to guard convicts but during 
their nine years there managed to Annex New 
Zealand for the Queen.

The 80th went on to take part in the Sikh War 
of 1845-6 distinguishing itself in several bat-
tles..  Followed by the 2nd Burmese War in 
1852-3

By 1845 the Crimean War had started: The 
38th fought at Alma, Inkerman and Sevastopol. 
The 38th also received 15 DCM s (Distin-
guished Conduct Medal) that had been recently 
introduced. 

During the 1857/8 Indian Mutiny the 38th  
(along with the 64th, 2nd Staffordshire)  they 
took part in the recapture of Lucknow, whilst 
the 80th was involved in the Central Indian 
Campaign. 

The 80th moved on to the last action taken by 
a forerunner of a Staffordshire Regiment.   This 
was the Zulu War of 1879 where the regiment 
won two Victoria Crosses.

By 1881, under the Cardwell reforms, the 38th 
(1st Staffordshire) had merged with the 80th 
Foot (Staffordshire Volunteers) to form The 
South Staffordshire Regiment.   The 38th (1st 



Staffordshire) became the first Battalion and the 
80th (2nd Staffordshire) the second Battalion 
with a permanent base at Lichfield.   The Kings 
Own Staffordshire Militia provided the 3rd and 
4th Volunteer Battalions.

This started the tradition of linking Militia or 
volunteers with their regular army counterparts.  
This was the forerunner of the Territorial Army 
that came into being in 1908.

However the South Staffordshire Regiment had 
no time to relax as in 1882 there was a revolt in 
Egypt.  The 1st South Staffords took part in the 
Nile Campaign and this was the last time the 
South Staffords carried their Colours into bat-
tle.  They also took part in the rescue force for 
General Gordon at Khartoum.  Unfortunately 
the force arrived too late.  

The following year in 1883 the 1st and 2nd Bat-
talions of the South Staffords met in Egypt when 
they exchanged home and overseas roles. 

By 1899 the 2nd Battalion was in India from 
where it dispatched a detachment to join the 1st 
Battalion.  Present for the first time outside the 
UK were the Volunteer Battalion.   The Militia 

Battalions were also there and saw action for 
the first time,. This was also the last action be-
fore the Great War. 

WW1  (1914-18) saw a huge increase in num-
bers of men and he battalions they served in. 
There were 17 Infantry Battalions badged South 
Staffordshire. Whilst both the 1st and 2nd bat-
talions were in France at the initial phase it was 
the 2nd that saw action first at Mons. They were 
on the Western Front for most of the war.  The 
1st moved on to the Italian Front..

The South Staffords won three posthumous 
VC’s in the Great War.  Though it should be 
noted that the majority of the 10,000 casualties 
from the North and South Staffordshire Regi-
ments were Territorials, Conscripts and those 
who volunteered for the war.    Though as they 
made up 31 of the 35 battalions this is not unex-
pected.
 
After WW1 the 2nd battalion saw action of a dif-
ferent type in Ireland in 1922.  Followed by Pal-
estine in 1929.  By the 1930’s it had moved on 
to India and the 1st Battalion was in Palestine.

When the Second World War arrived the South 
Staffordshire Regiment raised an additional 
11 battalions.   However many of these were 
training battalions or some were converted into 
other roles. 
 
The 1st Bn South Staffords went to Egypt, fight-
ing the Italians, and then on to India to fight as 
part of the Chindits. This behind the lines work 
in Burma was gruelling and of the 600 men sent 
in only 77 were still fit at the end.  Lt. Cairns 
won a VC, sadly posthumously on the 12th 
March 1944 during the attack on “pagoda Hill”.

The 2nd Bn  South Staffords returned from 
India and converted to a glider-borne unit and 
therefore a non-parachuting Airborne Unit.  As 
part of the 1st Airborne Division it took part in 
the attack on Sicily in July 1943.  This was the 
first major glider airborne assault in the British 
Army.  They progressed from Sicily to Italy.   



Then in September 1944 the 2nd South Staf-
fords were part of the gilder borne assault on 
Arnhem. Of the 765 who went in only 139 re-
turned.    During the encounter Major Cain and 
Lance Sargent Baskyefield were awarded VC’s 
. This was the only occasion in WW2 where 
2 VC’s were awarded to the same unit for the 
same battle.

After Arnhem the 2nd Battalion South Staffords 
was replenished it remained as Airborne and 
took part in the liberation of Norway in May 
1945. 

The TA battalions of the South Staffords also 
had a busy time. The 1st/6th fought back to 
Dunkirk.  The 5th, 1st/6th, 2nd/6th and 7th all 
took part in the battle of Normandy moving from 
Cean to Falaise. 

After WW2 when the Army shrank back to it’s 
pre war size, also withdrawing from India in 
1947 the both the South Staffords and North 
Staffords were reduced to 1 regular and one TA 
battalion.  

In 1948 the 1st Battalion went to Hong Kong 
when it was thought the Chinese may try to take 
it back, then on to Germany and a spell in the 
Canal Zone in Egypt before going to Cyprus 
during the troubles there. 

The 1st South Staffords returned to Minden in 
Germany where on the 31st January 1959 they 
were merged with the North Staffordshire Regi-
ment to form The Staffordshire Regiment. (The 
Prince of Wales’s)



The Staffords History: from the North

The North Staffordshire Regiment can trace 
it’s history form the 2/11th Foot. The regi-
ment was raised in 1756  (in Southampton) 
due to the Seven Years War.  The numbering 
came about as it was decided to raise a sec-
ond battalion of some regiments. However, 
in 1758 this was abandoned and they were 
renamed the 64th Regiment of Foot.

In 1759 they were in the West Indies at Gua-
deloupe where they own a Battle honour jointly 

with the 38th (later the South Staffords).   Like 
the 38th they also went to the Americas: Boston 
in 1773 and the New York Campaign in 1776.   
Then on to Battle of Brandywine in 1777 and 
Charlestown in 1780 where they garrisoned the 
town.  The 64th were also at the Battle of Eutaw 
Springs and the Battle of the Combahee River. 

In 1782 the 64th returned to the West Indies it 
became the 64th Regiment of Foot (2nd Staf-
fordshire) to the 38th’s 1st Staffordshire.  This 
was due to recruitment problems and the Ameri-
can wars.

At the start of the Napoleonic Wars the 64th 
was still in the West Indies where it had to re-
capture Martinique and Guadeloupe  (again) as 
it had been returned to France by treaty.  

The 64th then spent five years in Gibraltar 
before returning to the West Indies in 1801. The 
64th stayed there for the Duration of the Na-
poleonic wars capturing Swedish, Danish and 
Dutch positions. 

In 1843 the 64th went back to England after 
time in Gibraltar and Nova Scotia and a fifth 



tour in the West Indies. From England it went 
to India but the 64th saw no active service until 
1856 despite being mobilised in 1852 as part of 
a reserve force.

In 1856 the 64th was in action in the Anglo-
Persian war taking part in battles in Reshire and 
Bushire.  Moving inland in 1857 the 64th and 
defeated the Persian Army in the field at Koosh-
ab though the action only took three months the 
64th gained battle honours of Reshire, Bushire, 
Koosh-Ab and Persia.  The 64th was the only 
British Regiment to be awarded all four.

The 64th returned to India (1857) arriving as 
the Indian Mutiny started.  There were various 
skirmishes and fights.  The significant battle 
was the second at Cawnpore where Drummer 
Thomas Flinn won the Victoria Cross, the first 
won by a Staffordshire Regiment.  The Regi-
ment gained the Battle Honour for Lucknow. 
Jointly with the 38th Foot (1st Staffords) 

After this the 64th returned to England in 1861 
for six years before moving to Malta in 1867, 
and Ireland in 1872.  In 1874 line infantry Bat-
talions were linked in pairs. The 64th was linked 
to the 98th Foot (Prince of Wales) with a depot 
in Limerick.  The Depot was moved to Lichfield 
in 1880. Though the 98th was at Templemore 
in Tipperary on the 1st July 1881 when it was 
formerly merged with the 98th to become the 
Prince of Wales (North Staffordshire) Regiment.  

Winding back to 1824 and the end of the Napo-
leonic wars The Army realised that the Empire 
was expanding and it needed more regiments. 
Among them was the 98th Foot.  This was the 
sixth 98th Foot Regiment.  The first two came 
and went the third was Highlanders and be-
came the 91st the forth was renumbered the 
97th the fifth was the Prince of Wales’s Tipper-
ary regiment of   Foot  (1811-1816) 

Our 98th Regiment of Foot was raised in Chich-
ester in 1824 by Lt. Colonel Mildmay Fane It 
then spent 13 years in South Africa with no 
active service. However on its return to England 
in 1837 it spent 2 years doing “police” duties 
quelling the unrest caused by the Chartists 
movement. 

In 1841 the 98th went to Ireland then on to 
China for the 1st Opium War. There were few 
battle casualties in this war but many from sick-
ness, principally cholera. However the regiment 
gained its first Battle Honour (China). The 98th 
then moved back to Hong Kong there it contin-
ued to be beset by disease. 

In 1846 the 98th moved to India where, whilst 
not directly involved in the Second Anglo –Sikh 
War did gain a second Battle Honour  “Pun-
jaub”. At this point the Regiment was one of the 
first regiments to get directly involved in a move 
to the North-West Frontier for two years. 

By 1851, after 9 years abroad it had suffered 
over 1100 deaths and 200 invalided home, the 
main cause being sickness rather than battle. 
The regiment spent 3 years in Calcutta and a 
further three in England before returning to the 
North West Frontier thus missing the Indian 
Mutiny. 

In 1867 the 98th returned to the UK before 
heading off to the West Indies in 1873 and then 
to Malta in 1875. It was in Malta that the 98th 
was presented with its Colours, the last it was to 
have, by HRH the Prince of Wales, thus on the 
27th October 1876 the 98th became the 98th 
(Prince of Wales) Regiment of Foot.



War broke out in Afghanistan and in 98th went 
1880 in India. In 1881 it amalgamated with the 
64th Foot to become the Prince of Wales (North 
Staffordshire) Regiment.

The North Staffords also included the 3rd and 
4th battalions from the Kings Own (2nd Staffs) 
Light infantry based in Stafford and (3rd Staffs) 
Rifles Militia based in Newcastle-under-Lyme, 
Also 2 Volunteer Battalions 2nd Staffs (Rang-
ers) Rifle Volunteer Corps based in Stoke-
upon-Trent and 5th Staffs Rifle Volunteer Corps 
based in Lichfield. The reserve battalions later 
became the TA parts of the Regiment in 1908

By 1884 the 2nd North Staffords (98th) was 
back in the North West Frontier and was the 
first battalion of the North Staffords to see ac-
tion. By 1899 via England and Ireland, it was in 
Africa for the 2nd Boer War.     Though mainly 
based in Johannesburg it saw little action.  In 
1900 Lord Roberts, commander of the British 
Forces in South Africa ordered every infantry 
Battalion to create a Mounted Infantry Battal-
ion for speed of deployment and mobility.  The 
Militia and Volunteer battalions also saw action 
in South Africa. The Regiment gaining a battle 
honour of “South Africa” 

The 1st Battalion served in India from 1897 to 
1903 where the 1st and 2nd battalion metro for 
the first time and there was some redistribution 
of men between the two.  The 1st returned to 
Lichfield for 9 years before moving to Ireland in 
1912.

For the First World War   was expanded to 18 
battalions, largely territorial. The 1st battalion 
spent the duration in France and Flanders 
where they suffered heavy losses.  The 2nd bat-
talion stayed in India for the duration  

The North Staffords gained four VC’s and a 
variety of other medals in WW1

After WW1 (1920) the regiment was revered it’s 
name to be the North Staffordshire Regiment 
(The Prince of Wales)  

The 1st Battalion moved to Ireland being in-
volved in the Irish War of Independence until 
1922 It then went to Thrace, via Gibraltar, to 
keep the Turks and Greeks apart.  In 1923 
it moved to the Far East where it remained 
until 1948 

The 2nd Battalion was in India in 1919 and 
took part in the Third Anglo Afghan War. In 
1922 the Battalion returned to England via 
Egypt, Sudan, and Ireland. It stayed in Lich-
field until 1939.

During WW2 six additional Battalions were 
raised but only the Regular and TA saw ac-
tion. The 1st was in India for the duration 
apart from a spell in Burma in 1943. The 
2nd went to France and the withdrawal at 
Dunkirk.  It them went to North Africa and It-
aly. Taking part in heavy fighting at Anzio and 
was withdrawn to recuperate. It then took 
heavy casualties again in Northern Italy on 
the Carl Gustav line. In 1945 they moved to 
Palestine and then to the Canal Zone (Egypt) 
in 1948. The 2nd was joined by the smaller 
first and merged into one battalion.  

In 1950 the Regiment moved to Lichfield for 
a year before moving to Trieste. In 1953 it 
was posted to the conflict in Korea. It’s first 
UN role. In 1956 it celebrated it’s 200th an-
niversary in Hong Kong. 

Due to the review in 1957 on the 3st January 
1959 The North Staffords merged with the 
South Staffords at Minden in Germany to be-
come the Staffordshire Regiment (The Prince 
of wales), part of the Mercian Brigade.



The Victoria Cross is the highest military award and it is not given lightly. 
The VC was created in 1856 about 150 years after Lillingstons Regiment 
of foot by Queen victoria.  The Staffordshire Regiment has won 13 VCs 

The Indian Mutiny 1857 – 1858
Drummer Thomas Flynn, VC

Zulu War 1879
Private Samuel Wassall, VC Zulu War 1879
Sergeant Anthony Clarke Booth, VC

The Great War 1914-18
Sergeant John Carmichael, VC
Lieutenant. Colonel Edward Ellers Delaval Henderson, VC
Captain John France Vellentin, VC
Lance Corporal William Harold Coltman, VC, DCM, MM.
Private Thomas Barrett, VC
Sergeant John Thomas, VC
Captain Arthur Forbes Gordon Kilby, VC, MC

World War II
Lieutenant George Albert Cairns, VC
Major Robert Henry Cain, VC
Lance Sergeant John (Jack) Daniel Baskeyfield, VC

The Staffordshire Regiment is justly proud of its 
Victoria Cross’s. However as a former service-
man the author would like to point out that there 
are more medals than the VC.  

To date   Mercian  Regiment    has  become one  
of  the  most highly decorated Regiments in the 
British Army.  

Remember that many have committed acts of 
Valour, Gallantry and bravery in the heat of bat-
tle that have gone unrecorded and unrecognised 
except in the memory of those who survived.  For 
some they would have it no other way.  So be 
proud of all the Staffords.

The Staffords Victoria Crosses



38th Regiment of Foot
Guadeloupe, 1759
Martinique, 1762
Rolica, 1808
Vimiera, 1808
Corunna, 1809
Busaco, 1810
Badajos, 1812
Salamanca, 1812
St Sebastian, 1813
Nive, 1813
Peninsula, 1808 - 1814
Ava, 1853
Alma, 1854
Inkerman, 1854
Savastopol, 1854
Lucknow, 1857

64th Regiment of Foot
Guadaloupe, 1759
Martinique, 1794
St Lucia, 1803
Surinam, 1804
Reshire, 1856
Bushire, 1856
Koosh-ab, 1857
Persia, 1856 - 1857
Lucknow, 1857

80th Regiment of Foot
Moodkee, 1845
Ferozeshah, 1845
Sobraon, 1846
Pegu, 1853
Central India

98th Regiment of Foot
China, 1842
Punjaub, 1848

The South 
Staffordshire Regiment 
South Africa, 1878-79
Egypt, 1882
Kirbekan, 1885
Nile, 1884-85
South Africa, 1900-02
Mons, 1914
Marne, 1914
Aisne, 1914, ‘18
Ypres, 1914, ‘17
Loos, 1915
Somme, 1916, ‘18
Cambrai, 1917, ‘18
St Quintin Canal, 1918
Vittorio Veneto, 1918
Sulva, 1915
Caen, 1944
Noyers, 1944
Falaise, 1944
Arnhem, 1944
North West Europe, 1940, ‘44
North Africa, 1940
Landing in Sicily, 1943
Sicily, 1943
Chindits, 1944
Burma, 1944

Battle Honours



The North 
Staffordshire Regiment 
Hafir, 1896
South Africa, 1900-02
Armentieres, 1914
Somme, 1916, 1918
Arras, 1917
Messines, 1917
Ypres, 1918
St. Quinton Canal, 1918
Selle, 1918
Sari Bair, 1915
Kut Al Amara, 1917
North West Frontier- India, 1915
Afganistan North West Frontier, 1919
Dyle, 1940
Ypres-Comins Canal, 1940
Caen, 1944
Brieux Bridgehead, 1944
Medjez Plain, 1943
North Africa, 1943
Anzio, 1944
Rome, 1944
Marradi, 1944
Burma, 1943



The Mascot: Watchman

The mascot tradition in the Regiments of Staf-
fordshire stretches back to the 19th Century. In 
1882 The South Staffordshire Regiment was 
ordered to march with Lord Wolseley to the 
relief of General Gordon who was besieged in 
Khartoum. They entrained at Cairo with their 
Staffordshire Bull Terrier “Boxer”. Unfortunately 
Boxer leapt from the moving train and was seen 
lying unconscious or dead at the side of the 
track.

A few days later when the Regiment encamped 
at Assiut awaiting orders for the final phase of 
their march, a very thin and bedraggled dog 
staggered into their camp and collapsed. Boxer 
had walked for over 200 miles along the scorch-
ing desert railway track to rejoin his regiment, a 
true soldier.

From then on the tradition of having a Bull Ter-
rier as a mascot continued with the battalions 
until after the Second World War.

Watchman I
Watchman I was presented to the 6th Battalion 
the North Staffordshire Regiment, in 1949, for 
being the highest recruited infantry battalion in 
the Territorial Army. He accompanied them to 
the Royal Tournament in Olympia on 25th May 
1949. Watchman I was pure white in colour.
Over the next decade Watchman I attended 
every parade in which the battalion took part 
and was presented to Her Majesty The Queen 
on her visit to Burton-on-Trent on 28th March 
1957. He passed away in 1959 and was laid to 
rest in the lawns opposite the Town Hall in King 
Edward Square Burton-on-Trent.

Watchman II
Such was the tradition, interest and good feel-
ing of the people of Burton towards this popular 
mascot that in September 1960 the Regiment 
was presented with Watchman II by the town at 
a civic parade. Like his predecessor, he was to 
march at the head of the Battalion throughout 
the next six years of his life and was presented 
to Her Majesty The Queen on the occasion 
of the Presentation of New Colours to the 6th 

Watchman V at Tamworth Castle 2010



North Staffords and 5th South Staffords, and a 
Guidon to the Staffordshire Yeomanry at Molin-
eaux in the early 1960s.

His last parade was the Honorary Colonels 
Parade held at St Martins Camp in 1966. The 
following year the County TA Regiments were 
reformed and Watchman II went into retirement 
until his death in 1974 at the age of fourteen. 
He was laid to rest alongside his predecessor 
at Burton where both are remembered on a 
commemorative plaque.

Watchman III
After the passing of Watchman II, it was felt that 
the time honored tradition of having a mascot 
should continue. Consequently, a search was 
made to find a dog with the suitable pedigree 
and bearing to do justice to the Regiment and 
County. As an indication of the depth of feeling 
within the County for the mascot, the people of 
Burton presented the Regiment with Watchman 
III in 1988. He served until his death in 1998 
and was interred alongside his two predeces-
sors.

Watchman IV & Watchman V
Watchman IV was presented to the Regiment 
as a puppy in August 1998 by the Friends of 
the Regiment and continues to parade with 
both the 1st Battalion and the newly formed 
West Midlands Regiment, participating in the 
Tercentenary Celebrations in 2005. He was 
retired on the 4th October 2009 and Watchman 
V took over duties on October 5th

The Staffordshire 
Regimental Association

The Staffordshire Regimental Association 
(SRA) has been set up as a means of keep-
ing in touch for the passed and present 
member of The Staffordshire Regiment and 
to keep alive the name of a great County 
Regiment.

http://www.staffordshire-regimental-association.
co.uk

The Staffordshire Regimental Association Sec-
retary is Major (Retd) Jim Massey he can con-
tacted via e-mail on director@staffordshireregi-
mentmuseum.com or by post at the address 
below:

The Staffordshire Regiment Museum
 Defence Medical Services 
Whittington
Lichfield
Staffordshire
 WS14 9PY

The Lichfield Branch has an active member-
ship and attends all regimental functions 
and events. They have a wide and varied age 
groupwhich adds for some interesting top-
ics of conversation.

http://lichfieldstaffords.co.uk
Branch meeting on the first Sunday of each 
month at 11.00hrs
 
Lichfield Social Club ( Tel: 01543 303096 )
Purcell Avenue,
Lichfield 
Staffordshire 
WS13 6TS



The Staffordshire Regiment Museum tells the 
story of the Staffordshire Regiment and all its 
antecedents from its formation in Lichfield in 
1705. The Museum is situated alongside Whit-
tington Barracks near Lichfield, the historical 
home of the Regiment, and houses a collec-
tion of around 11,000 items. The collection now 
includes items from the new Mercian Regiment. 

The Museum has a trench system that is a 
reconstruction of a 100 meter section of British 
front line trench from the First World War. It is 
named after Lance Corporal William Coltman 
VC Other features of the trench are named after 
the six additional Regimental winners of the 
Victoria Cross in World War One.

The Staffordshire Regiment Museum
 Defence Medical Services 
Whittington
Lichfield
Staffordshire
 WS14 9PY

http://staffordshireregimentmuseum.com

Opening Times
Mon - Fri: 10.00am - 4pm 
Sat - Sun: 12.30pm - 4pm 
Bank Holidays: 12.30pm - 4pm
The Museum is open on weekends and bank 
holidays from the 1st Saturday in April until Re-
membrance Sunday in November.

The Staffordshire Regiment Museum
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3 Bn Mercians (The Staffords)
Our Boys! 

By Chris Hills 
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